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 The assessment of the environmental impact of facilities and 
activities at an early stage of planning, including their cross-
border impact, is a well recognized procedure in modern 
environmental policy and an important prerequisite for good 
neighbourly relations between countries. The Convention on 
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context 
stipulates that its Parties shall assess the environmental impact 
of certain activities at an early stage of planning. It also obligates 
States to notify and consult each other on all major projects 

under consideration that are likely to have a significant adverse environmental impact across 
borders. Implementing the EIA Convention would be important for improving environmental 
cooperation in the Central Asia region. In particular in the water sector it is essential that new 
projects such as production facilities or water infrastructure with a possible impact on ecosystems 
be communicated to and discussed with neighbouring countries. In the case of Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan, they share the rivers SyrDarya, Chu and Talas. 

The project is implemented by UNECE and OSCE in cooperation with authorities in Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan. 

The full procedure of EIA in a transboundary context has been applied to a specific planned mining 
project in Kyrgyzstan, with the involvement of Kazakhstan authorities and the public as per the 
provisions of the Convention. On the basis of the experience from the pilot, national implementation 
mechanisms will be developed and needed training implemented in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. 

The outcomes of the project that will be finalized in 2009 are: 

• National implementation mechanisms for the EIA Convention established in Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan. 

• Updated Guidelines for implementation of the EIA Convention in Central Asia. 

• Trained experts and officials, NGOs in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. 

• Pilot assessment of the planned installation according to the EIA Convention procedures. 

• Dissemination of the results of the project to the other countries of Central Asia.  
 
Click on the link to view the project website.  
http://www.unece.org/env/eia/subregions/central_asia.htm#KKpilot  
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